
*X754750101*

*X7547501*

N5
FOR OFFICIAL USE

Fill in these boxes and read what is printed below.

Number of seat

Town

©

Mark

Full name of centre

Forename(s) Surname

Scottish candidate number
Date of birth

YearDay Month

National
Qualications
2016 

Total marks — 50

Attempt ALL questions.

Write your answers clearly in the spaces provided in this booklet.  Additional space for answers 
is provided at the end of this booklet.  If you use this space you must clearly identify the 
question number you are attempting.

Use blue or black ink.

Before leaving the examination room you must give this booklet to the Invigilator; if you do not, 
you may lose all the marks for this paper.

X754/75/01

TUESDAY 10 MAY

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM

B/HTP

Philosophy

Looking for more resources? Visit https://sqa.my/ – Scotland’s #1 Past Paper Archive Page 1



*X754750102*
Page 02

MARKS DO NOT 
WRITE IN 

THIS 
MARGIN

Total marks – 50

Attempt ALL questions

Question 1 – Arguments in Action

(a)		  (i)	 Give one example of a statement. 

		  (ii)	 Give one example of an argument.

		 (iii)	 Explain two differences between statements and arguments.

(b)		  (i)	 What is a hidden premise?

1
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Question 1 (b) (continued)

	 (ii)	 Read the argument below.

The factory pollutes the environment.

Therefore we should close it down.

Suggest a possible hidden premise in the argument.

(c)		  (i)	 What is a slippery slope fallacy?

[Turn over

1

2

Looking for more resources? Visit https://sqa.my/ – Scotland’s #1 Past Paper Archive Page 3



*X754750104*
Page 04

MARKS DO NOT 
WRITE IN 

THIS 
MARGIN

Question 1 (c) (continued)

	 (ii)	 Read the argument below.

We should not allow voluntary euthanasia. If we allow it, before 
we know it everyone over the age of 75 will be killed off.

Explain the slippery slope fallacy in the argument. 2
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Question 2 – Knowledge and Doubt

(a)	 Descartes has a number of aims in his search for knowledge.

State three of these.

(b)	 Why does Descartes say we should not trust our senses?	

[Turn over
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Question 2 (continued)

(c)	 Describe Descartes’ dream argument. 4
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Question 2 (continued)

(d)	 What role does the evil genius play in helping Descartes achieve his aims?

[Turn over
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Question 2 (continued)

(e)	 Why does Descartes consider his Cogito to be beyond doubt? 3
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Question 2 (continued)

(f)	 Evaluate Descartes’ Cogito.

[Turn over
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Question 3 – Moral Philosophy

(a)		  (i)	 Why did Mill develop his distinction between higher and lower 
pleasures?

		  (ii)	 Explain Mill’s distinction between higher and lower pleasures. Give 
examples to support your answer.
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Question 3 (a) (continued)

	(iii)	 State two criticisms of Mill’s higher and lower pleasures.

[Turn over
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Question 3 (continued)

You have studied a moral theory other than Utilitarianism.

(b)	 Name your chosen theory and describe its main features. 4
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Question 3 (continued)

(c)	 Explain three common criticisms of the other moral theory. 

[Turn over
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Question 3 (continued)

(d)	 What might the other moral theory advise you to do if your friend asked 
you to lie for them?

Give a reason for your answer. 

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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ADDITIONAL SPACE FOR ANSWERS
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