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General marking principles for National 5 French Listening 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when 
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in 
candidate responses. 
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks 

are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: 
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or 

detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek 
guidance from your team leader. 

 
(d) The marking instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should provide for 

each answer. 
 
(e) The answers for each question must come from the item. 

 
(f) There are a number of supported marks across the two items. Where there are supported 

marks in the form of a grid, award zero marks where a candidate ticks all boxes. 
 

(g) For questions that ask candidates to ‘state’ or ‘give’, candidates must give a brief, 
accurate response/name.. 
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Marking instructions for each question 
 

Question Expected response  
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept:  

1. (a)   300km [2nd box ticked] 
 

More than one box ticked = 0 

1 wrong box ticked 

 (b)   (more than) 100 beaches/100s of beaches 
 

 (almost) always sunny/sunny every day/sunny all year round/ all 
the time 

2 plenty/a lot of beaches 
 

(very) sunny/sunny sometimes/lots of sun 
hot/warm/nice weather 

 (c)   mountain(s) in the north/south (one needed) 
 

 (very) dense/tropical forest/rainforest 
 
 

 
 many/numerous/lots of rivers 

OR  

small rivers 
 

 houses/businesses in the centre (of the island) 
 

 
 
 
 
Any 2 from 4 

2 mountain(s) (without north/south)  
 

tropical 
rainforest (without dense/tropical) 
island is in the tropics 
 

there are rivers 
a river/small river 
 
 
 

there are houses/businesses 
there is a house/a business 
 
the capital is Fort-de-France 
palm trees 
varied landscape 
tropical landscape 
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Question Expected response  
Max 
mark Additional guidance  

     Do not accept: 

 (d)   (excellent selection of) spices 
 

 sweet(s)/sweet things/sugar(y) products/sugary foods/ 
confectionery 

 

 local products/produce/items/goods 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2  
 
sugar 
 
 
tourist gifts/souvenirs/food/local food 

 (e)   great/good/nice/excellent destination/holiday/place for 
everyone/everybody/anyone/all people 
it’s great/good/nice/excellent for everyone/everybody/ 
anyone/all people 

1 a great destination 
genuine destination 
great holiday/genuine holiday 
it’s interesting/beautiful 
anyone can go 
for people around the world/in the world 
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Question Expected response  
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

2. (a)   seaside/at the sea/on the coast/at the coast/next to the ocean 1 beach 
on the border of the island/beach 

 (b)   his grandmother/gran/granny/grandma/nan(a) 1 any wrong specific 
grandmother and grandfather 

 (c)   starts at 8 am and ends at 14.30 [3rd box ticked] 
 
More than one box ticked = 0 

1 wrong box ticked 

 (d) (i)  speciality(of Martinique/the island)/special to Martinique/ 
Martinique special/specific to Martinique/traditional/typical dish 
 
 
 

 pork (dish served) with rice  

2 his speciality 
nice 
only available in Martinique/the island 
a favourite in Martinique/on the island 
he eats it a lot/every day 
 
dish served with rice 
pork (on its own) 
rice (on its own) 

  (ii)  tropical fruit 
 
 

 pineapple 
 
 coconut  

 
Any 1 from 3 

1 tropical (fruit) drink/juice 
something tropical 
 
any wrong fruit for example banana 
 
chocolate 
hot chocolate/cocoa/coco 
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Question Expected response  
Max 
mark Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

 (e) (i)  horse riding 
 

 (mountain) biking/cycling 

2 any wrong sport 
 
VTT 
dirt biking or wrong specific 

  (ii)  evening/night of folk music 
 

 evening/night of music in the capital/Fort-de-France 
 
 
 folk music in the capital/Fort-de-France 

 
Any 1 from 3 

1 listen to music 
 
visit the capital 
go to a (music) festival 
 
music in the capital 

 (f)   has a party/celebrates/parties 
 

 dress up/disguise themselves/wear fancy dress/wear(fancy) 
costumes 

 
 
 
 sing traditional songs/traditional singing 
 
 
 dance  

 
Any 3 from 4 

3 everyone goes 
 
get dressed  
wear traditional clothes/dress up traditionally 
dress up in fancy outfits 
 
 
there is the orchestra 
sing 
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